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Cover Photo: A team composed of DENR-XI Law Enforcement Division, PENRO-Davao Del Sur, 
CENRO-Davao City, PNP-Baguio, 3rd Infantry “Regardless of What Batallion”, 7th Infantry Division of 

Philippine Army, BLGU-Carmen, EGIP Foundation, Obu-Manuvu Tribal Council of Elders and Leaders, 

and Bantay Bukid from Barangay Carmen and Barangay Tambobong posed a picture during the 

verification of Obu-Manuvu Bantay Bukid report about illegal logging, encroachments and other forest 

violations inside their ancestral forest. (Photo by EGIPFoundation). 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Forest Management cum Sustainable Development project of EGIP Foundation 

together with the Indigenous Obu-Manuvu community of Barangay Carmen has been 

running for almost 8 years now and the pathways it provided for delivering clear 

outcomes in respect of biodiversity conservation, rural development and cultural revival 

are clearly recognizable in the proper and smooth implementation of the program a 

midst major challenges, limited support and problems encountered by the community. 

Biodiversity monitoring and foot patrolling has been the backbone of the project since 

from the start. From 2012 up to now, the EGIP Foundation supports the ObuManuvu 

community (population around 500 plus) from providing field equipment and materials, 

health and safety insurance and up to the needs of each forest guards in patrolling and 

protecting their ancestral forests from forest and wildlife violators based on a 10-year 

MOA signed with the Obu-Manuvu Tribal Council and other project stakeholders. 

Further, the indigenous forest guards were also provided with proper trainings and 

have been deputized as DENRO to be a legitimate forest guards that bolstered their 

confidence especially with undertaking forest patrols and wildlife monitoring inside their 

ancestral domain. It also gave them legal authority to confront timber poachers, illegal 

loggers, treasure hunters and non-IPs that encroach into their ancestral lands. 

Intruders usually ignore them when they cannot present legal proof of their status as 

Bantay Bukid. 

To make sure that the forest protection program can sustain and they themselves can 

protect their ancestral forest and secure the needs of their family,complementary 

activities such as sustainable agriculture development and the development of 

ecocultural and farm tourism have been initiated to generate income. Income 

generated activities compensated for loss of income when conducting protection 

activities such as the regular foot patrolling of the forest. The financial support provided 

by the City Government of Davao to the IP forest guard is another milestone that also 

contribute to make the protection effort sustainable and effective. The Davao City 

government has made a major move to make this happen by including such payments 

to our forest guards into its annual budget as payment for an environmental services 

such as protecting our remaining forest and help keep the health of watersheds 

wherein wildlife such as the Philippine Eagle and the local people depend on. 

With continuous support from EGIP Foundation and other project stakeholders and the 

move done by the City Government of Davao, the Obu Manuvu forest guards have 

been very passionate and consistent with protecting their ancestral domain. They are 

very active in doing their tasks as a DENRO and Bantay Bukid of Davao City. They are 

also tasked to submit reports and if possible, file cases to those encroachers, illegal 

loggers and other forest and wildlife violators who illegally enter into their domain. 

RESULTS 

The ancestral forest of the Indigenous Obu-Manuvu in Barangay Carmen is a tropical 

forest and known as critical habitat of globally endangered biodiversity such as the 

Philippine Eagle and the Philippine deer, and also important watersheds of the 

Panigan-Tamugan Rivers of Davao City but continuously threatened by agricultural 
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expansion, timber poaching, illegal logging and encroachment by non Indigenous 

prospectors into the domain. Deforestation and forest degradation results not only to 

the loss of breeding and foraging habitats and shelter for forest biodiversity but also 

puts people at economic and ecological risks. Deforestation puts the poor and 

disadvantaged Obu-Manuvu households at a greater risk, particularly from natural 

disasters and the losses in livelihood, lives, properties and health that it brings. As the 

traditional owners of the forests, the Indigenous ObuManuvu are the rightful stewards 

of the forests. 

Since 2012, a total of 52 foot patrols by 410 forest guards who covered 196 kilometers 

during 482 hours was done after four (4) years of implementation. Further, three (3) 

cases filed for encroachment, three (3) cases filed for land grabbing, four (4) cases filed 

for apprehended illegal loggers/timber poachers, more or less 400 traps were removed 

and more than 100 hunters were informed. Unfortunately, some cases are still pending 

to be resolved. Communication and reports were also submitted to concerned agencies 

such as the DENR, NCIP, BLGU-Carmen, ObuManuvu Ancestral Domain Management 

Office (ADMO) and Office of the City Mayor. 

However, with the conflict of existing government laws and policies and weak law 

enforcement, several forest and wildlife laws violations continue to exist and destroy 

the ancestral forest and the life of indigenous Obu-Manuvu who depend on it, thus 

creating conflict among their tribe cease also to subsist. One of the cases that the Obu-

Manuvu forest guards have been working on until now was the encroachment and 

illegal occupation of non-IPs or even IPs without permission to the Unified ObuManuvu 

Tribal Council in Kalatong Area, part of the Obu-Manuvu ancestral forest in Barangay 

Carmen, that leads to forest clearing, kaingin, illegal logging and timber poaching. 

On year 2014, as a result of their regular monthly monitoring and patrolling, the 

ObuManuvu forest guards of Brgy.Carmen together with Philippine Eagle Foundation 

reported that a number of outsiders/encroachers started to illegally clear a huge dense 

and open bush area (about 200 Has) in the Ancestral Domain of the ICC in Sitio 

Kalatong,Brgy. Carmen known by the local as Tribal Village Area and started to convert 

into a ranch, planted by production trees, fenced and erected several structures without 

any consent of the ICC/Obu-Manuvu Tribal Council, but to no avail, no action was done 

to prosecute the violators (See attached photos-Annex A). With the insurgency and 

the weather condition that killed those ranched animals, their activities was temporarily 

stopped. According to the news, those land was sold to some politicians and retired 

government officials. 

On August 2018, the Obu-Manuvu forest guards reported that another group of people 

started to encroach anew and this time they went particularly inside the ancestral forest 

cutting natural growth trees and begin to build new structures (houses) which means 

they will tend to stay longer in the area. To verify the report, another group of Obu-

Manuvu forest guards together with CENRO-Davao City and EGIP Foundation staff 

went to the area and personally witnessed the illegal activities that this group done to 

the ancestral forest. The team destroyed the erected structures, took photos and get 

the GPS coordinates of some forest clearing and illegal cutting of trees in the area (See 

attached photos-Annex B). The team submitted the report to all concerned and 

government agencies involved. Still, no clear action was done. 
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On December 2018, the Obu-Manuvu forest guards received a news and reported 

again that more people went to the area and this time clearing and burning a large tract 

of forest and continue to extend their illegal activities inside the ancestral forest, putting 

some permanent markers around the forest and start to build a cemented and 

permanent structures in the area. Another bad news was, some of the forest guards 

from the barangay and adjacent barangays were also involved in some activities 

because of the income they earn from clearing the forest and building some houses 

(See attached photos-Annex C). 

On January 15, 2019, a team composed of DENR-XI Law Enforcement Division, 

PENRO-Davao Del Sur, CENRO-Davao City, PNP-Baguio, 3rd Infantry “Regardless of 

What Batallion”, 7th Infantry Division of Philippine Army, BLGU-Carmen, EGIP 

Foundation, Obu-Manuvu Tribal Council of Elders and Leaders, and Bantay Bukid from 

Barangay Carmen and Barangay Tambobong went to Sitio Tabak and Sitio Kalatong 

of Barangay Carmen to survey and verify the reported forest violations by the Obu-

Manuvu forest guards of Barangay Carmen. The team witnessed the destruction 

brought by the encroachers and intruders into the ancestral forest and watersheds. 

More or less 100 hectares of forest was cleared, burned and occupied by several 

individuals in the area (more or less 100 houses) and still expanding. The team also 

saw some markers along the way which means that the news was true that the land 

was distributed among their members. We have several photos (See attached 

photos-Annex D) and drone footage of the said illegal activities which supports the 

previous reports of Obu-Manuvu Bantay Bukid that will serve as evidence to the 

violators in the area. The team interviewed and interrogated some members of the 

illegal groups but they denied the illegal activities in the area which is a clear violation. 

They claimed that they have a documents that will show or as a proof that they owned 

the whole area which they inherit from their ancestors. Others also said that they don’t 

have any idea about the law and what they are doing was considered illegal and they 

just went there to confirm and see the parcel of land given/sold to them. Also attached 

in this report are the maps to see the extent of forest destruction in the area (Annex 

E). 

NEXT STEPS/RECOMMENDATIONS 
With what happened to their ancestral forest, below are the priority 

activities/recommendations of DENRO’s of Barangay Carmen: 

1. Conduct immediate, appropriate and legal actions to stop the illegal activities 

on the ancestral forest. 

2. Take action and file an appropriate case against violators (e.g., recent forest 

clearing in Kalatong and Tabak areas) caught by forest guards through DENR, 

NCIP and if possible through the Davao City Watershed Management Council; 

3. Survey and establish IEC materials, billboards and boundary markers around 

their ancestral forest. 

4. Conduct reforestation activity around Kalatong and Tabak areas and nearby 

Panigan River through the Enhanced National Greening Program of the 

Government. 

5. Prioritize the use of conservation drone and camera traps to complement foot 

patrolling and facilitate court cases with definite proof of violations. 
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ANNEX A 
2014 BANTAY BUKID REPORT WITH EGIP FOUNDATION and PHILIPPINE 

EAGLE FOUNDATION 
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ANNEX B 
BANTAY BUKID REPORT WITH CENRO (AUGUST 2018) 

 

Photos Taken: August 21, 2018 

Location: Obu-Manuvu Ancestral Domain, Carmen, Davao City 

GPS Coordinates: N 07°07.847’; E 125°18.516; 1470m asl 

Illegal Activities Observed: Forest clearing and illegal cutting of trees 

 

Photos Taken: August 21, 2018 

Location: Obu-Manuvu Ancestral Domain, Tabak-Carmen Side 

GPS Coordinates: N 07°08.586’; E 125°18.538; 1325 m asl 

Illegal Activities Observed: Forest clearing, illegal cutting of trees and timber 

harvesting, unauthorized building of structures 
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Photos Taken: August 22, 2018 

Location: Inside the Obu-Manuvu Ancestral Domain in Kalatong 

GPS Coordinates: N 07°07.805’; E 125°18.459; 1508 masl 

Illegal Activities Observed: Forest clearing, illegal cutting of trees and timber 

harvesting 

 

Photos Taken: August 22, 2018 

Location: Inside the Obu-Manuvu Ancestral Domain in Kalatong 

GPS Coordinates: N 07°07.878’; E 125°18.386; 1493 masl 

Illegal Activities Observed: Forest clearing, illegal cutting of trees and timber 

harvesting, unauthorized building of structures 

 

The team composed of deputized Obu-Manuvu bantay bukid, CENRO-Davao City 

Staff and EGIP Foundation Staff 
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ANNEX C 
BANTAY BUKID REPORT (DECEMBER 2018) 
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ANNEX D 
BANTAY BUKID WITH DENR XI, PENRO, CENRO, AFP, PNP, EGIP 

FOUNDATION and BLGU-CARMEN 

JANUARY 15, 2017 

DRONE PHOTOS 
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CAMERA PHOTOS 
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