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INTRODUCTION

The Forest Management cum Sustainable
Development project (FMSDP) with the
Indigenous Obu Manuvu Community in
Barangay Carmen is facilitated by the EGIP
Foundation as described in a 10-year
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) which
also includes various Government and
non-Government stakeholders. The MOA was
signed in 2011, hence the project will end in
2021. The overall objective of the FMSDP is
to provide support to the Obu-Manuvu
Indigenous People (IP) in Barangay Carmen
for environmental protection complemented
by holistic and sustainable human
development. The latter meant to ensure that
the community itself can protect their
remaining forests after project closure. So far

several milestones have been achieved in terms of forest protection, building local
capacities, and enhancing household wellbeing. Community trust is clearly
established and partnerships with different offices and government agencies have
been built. The support for the IP community in respect of reforestation of agreed
depleted/over-logged areas in their Ancestral Domain (AD) can also be observed and
shows that the community is serious and committed to help with mitigating climate
change. To make sure the forest protection program can continue after Project end,
complementary activities such as sustainable agriculture development and the
development of eco-cultural and farm tourism have been initiated and are on-going.
Income generated from these activities will compensate for loss of income when
conducting protection activities such as the regular foot patrolling of the forest. The
financial support provided by the City government to the IP forest guard is another
milestone that will contribute to make the protection effort sustainable in the long run.
Forest protection is an environmental service to the public at large and should
ultimately be paid for by the government. The Davao City government has made a
major move to make this happen by including such payments to our forest guards into
its annual budget.

The FMSDP with the Indigenous Obu-Manuvu People and the pathways it provided
for delivering clear outcomes in respect of biodiversity conservation, rural
development and cultural revival are clearly recognizable in the proper and smooth
implementation of the program amidst major challenges and problems encountered
by the community.

For the remaining 3 years the EGIP Foundation will gradually reduce its facilitation
and hand over the Project to the Carmen IP community by 2021.



For 2019, the project will try to replicate the FMSDP model in an adjacent community
that will extend the protection effort in the Obu-Manuvu ancestral forest. The
facilitation of the Carmen IP community in respect of their eco-cultural tourism venture
will continue. Support from other funding partners and agencies will be sought using
the FMSDP in Carmen as a showcase project. Communications and proposals to the
possible funding partners are now prioritized though tax-exempt status of the EGIPF
needs to be secured first.

For this year, several activities have been accomplished. While some are still
on-going especially in respect of the eco-tourism initiative of the community, some
others will be finished before this year ends. This report provides the highlights of the
completed activities for the year 2018.

RESULTS

FOREST PROTECTION and MANAGEMENT COMPONENT

Regular forest patrolling is essential for the maintenance of the ecological and cultural
values of the ancestral domain of each community in the AD in order to monitor
indicator species of forest health and to ward off people who intend to desecrate
ancestral forests. Along with public education and habitat rehabilitation, forest
patrolling helps in keeping the health of the watersheds wherein wildlife such as the
Philippine Eagle and other wildlife and of course the local people, depend on.

Foot monitoring and patrols have been
the backbone of the Project’s forest
protection and management
component since the start of the
Project. This year monitoring has been
successful in terms of biodiversity
conservation and forest protection
complemented by the Bantay Bukid
activities as mandated and
acknowledged by the City Government
of Davao. Thirty six (36) Obu-Manuvu
forest guards, four (4) Barangay
Carmen representatives and two (2)
EGIPF staff were deputized as
DENRO (Deputized Environment and

Natural Resources Officer) by the Law Enforcement Division of DENR XI last January
25-26,2018 . It has been the aspiration of Dr. Hubertus van Dierendonck, the owner
and founder of EGIPF for the Obu-Manuvu forest guards of Brgy.Carmen to be
deputized Bantay Bukid. Aside from the fact that it bolstered their confidence
especially with undertaking forest patrols and wildlife monitoring inside their ancestral
domain, it also gave them legal authority to confront timber poachers, illegal loggers,
treasure hunters and non-IPs who encroach into their ancestral lands. Intruders
usually ignore them when they cannot present legal proof of their status as Bantay
Bukid. After the completion of the training and submission of the required documents,

Participants poses and flaunts their certificates with the
staff from Law Enforcement Division of DENR XI after
completing the Deputation Training.



the Obu-Manuvu Bantay Bukid received a Special Order (SO) and DENRO ID’s from
DENR XI, signed by the Regional Director Ruth M. Tawantawan.

After the inaugural monitoring and foot
patrolling as DENRO last May 29-30,
2018, the forest guards observed illegal
harvesting of rattan and several traps
for big mammals such as the Philippine
deer and Philippine warty pig. Another
monitoring was done last August 21-23,
2018 accompanied by two (2)
representatives from the
CENRO-Davao after they received
news that there was a group of people

that illegally cut trees and established a small village somewhere in the Kalatong area.
Indeed, these illegal activities were observed and documented in the areas of
Kalatong and in Sitio Tabak-Carmen side. More or less 200 Has were illegally cleared
and forest trees cut, timber harvested and unauthorized building of structures
established to make a ranch. The forest guards were assisted by the CENRO staff in
in gathering the needed data and information to investigate and file a case against
the violators. The report has been submitted to the DENR Region Office through the
CENRO Davao City, NCIP, Office of the City Mayor and to the Unified Obu-Manuvu
Tribal Council of Leaders and Elders. Unfortunately, the case is still pending to be
resolved. In the meantime it was learned that another group went to the same area
and conducted more illegal activities.

Monthly monitoring of Bantay Bukid around
Talomo and Panigan watersheds as part of
their duty as adopted forest guards of Davao
City Watershed Management Council (WMC)
was also conducted. The Obu Manuvu Bantay
Bukid have been active in monitoring their
ancestral forest from agricultural expansion
and forest clearings, timber poaching and
illegal cutting of trees, illegal harvesting of
rattan and other Secondary Forest Products
(SFP), illegal fishing and continuous throwing
of garbage into the river and encroachment by
both indigenous and non-Indigenous
prospectors into the domain. They were also
involved in conducting an information and
education campaign around their barangay, in
respect of reforestation and disaster response.

Forest clearing and illegal cutting of trees was observed
and documented by Bantay Bukid and CENRO-Davao
during their actual monitoring and foot patrolling.

The Obu-Manuvu Bantay Bukid of Carmen during
their tree planting activity along the riparian
forest of Panigan River.



SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOOD and AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

The holistic approach to biodiversity
conservation which involves provisions for
meeting “first order” needs of impoverished
Obu Manuvu households, also builds strong
community commitment to conservation goals.
Sustainable agricultural development is the
Project’s direct response to the linked
problems of rural poverty and forest
degradation. This is also a way of helping the
Obu Manuvu community in securing their
daily needs so that they themselves can
protect their ancestral forest as it provides
sustainable livelihood and a source of income
to them and to their family.

In 2018, the community farm-to-market trail was constructed with the generous
support from W.P. Schmitz-Foundation. The trail project aimed at lessening the
burden of the Obu-Manuvu farmers in carrying heavy farm products up to the main
farm-to market road at reduced transport costs and hence increased income from
their farm produce. The trail project also focused on initiatives that have gained a
reputation as being biodiversity friendly: i) establishing a demo-farm for spices and
herbs; (ii) putting-up a nursery for reforestation projects and (iii) a venture of
community-based eco- cultural and farm tourism. Furthermore, the project continues
to facilitate farm development in the community’s farm area at Karilongan using
available resources and support.

For establishing the nursery and
demonstration farm for spices and herbs,
the project rented a one-hectare lot along
the Panigan River. The nursery was
established to house more or less 3,000
native wildlings such as the Tinikaran
(common tea tree), Igim (white cedar),
Kaningag (cinnamon tree), Balite (Fig tree),
Olayan (Philippine oak tree), Lawaan and
some Almasiga for the reforestation
project of the community. Fruit tree
seedlings such as durian, mangosteen,

guyabano and lanzones that eventually will be part of the eco-cultural tourism venture
of the Obu-Manuvu community, were also stored in the nursery for the implementation
of the community’s agro-forestry plans.

With the growing market demand for spices and herbs and trends such as a healthy
living style, interest in new tastes and convenience, the idea of having a
demonstration farm for spices and herbs for Obu-Manuvu community was explored.
The objective of the demo farm project is mainly to acquire ideas on how to set-up a
farm appropriate for growing spices and herbs as an additional source of income for

The nursery established by the Obu-Manuvu
community where native wildlings and fruit tree
seedlings are stored.

The Obu-Manuvu family in Carmen make a
brooms made up of tiger grass as one of the
source of their daily income.



the community and to test whether the
spices and herbs can be productive and
replicated in community farms. The
community tried to grow some basil, parsley,
lemon balm, bell and chili peppers in the
demo farm for possible planting in their
farms. Unfortunately, only basil did well and
was transplanted to the community farm
area as of this writing. As of now, the
community already earns some additional
income from selling basil leaves. the
primary ingredient for making pesto cream.
More so, the community also planted

vegetables such as tomato, eggplant, petchay, ampalaya, beans, green onion and
others so they can maximize the demo farm area and also compensate for the
expenses on the leased property. The grown vegetables are also a source for the
eco-cultural and farm tourism initiative of the community. Datu Cesar Aggas is the
assigned caretaker who stays semi-permanent at the site and look after and take
good care of the community nursery and demo farm. The Project provided a simple
house for the nursery caretaker.

ECO-CULTURAL AND FARM TOURISM COMPONENT

Eco-cultural and farm tourism is a new activity
that the Obu-Manuvu community wants to
undertake. Aside from the fact that it helps to
preserve vulnerable natural resources and
provide economic incentives, it also preserves
the community’s genuine cultural resources. It
also offers a tangible reason to preserve the
way they live, eat, dress and believe. It allows
them also to follow their native way of lives
without changing their location or adapting to
foreign ways of working and living.
Furthermore, the Obu-Manuvu community

mirrors a perfect blending of life, culture and ecology. The eco-cultural and farm
tourism area is relatively unique in terms of both ecology and cultural diversity and is
characterized by the abundance of natural endowments; pristine forests with a huge
diversity of flora and fauna, fast flowing streams, creeks and meandering rivers,
cascading waterfalls, etc.

Though it was part of the Community Development Plan (CDP) of the Obu-Manuvu
community in Carmen, the -tourism initiative was only conceived after the community
constructed the farm-to-market trail with the support from EGIP Foundation and in
partnership with the W.P. Schmitz Foundation. The trail was later named “Hubertus
Trail” and passes some bird watching spots and outstanding viewpoints. The trail has
1083 concrete steps, steep slopes and a fascinating scenery on top of the community
farm area in Karilongan overlooking Barangay Carmen, some parts of the Davao

The nursery house for spices, herbs and vegetable
seeds.

Sunrise view at Bollad ’To Manama or God’s hand
structure in the Obu-Manuvu village.



metropolis and the nursery and demonstration farm for herbs and spices. The
mostly agro-forestry farms of the community, are also interesting to visitors. The
Obu-Manuvu community also has a unique and genuine culture. Taking all these
attractions into account, the idea of introducing eco-cultural and farm tourism
emerged.

The Project established a Obu-Manuvu
village on top of the community farms in
Karilongan with some traditional structures.
Eco-friendly and cultural activities are also
attractive for tourists/visitors who want a new
experience and adventure in life in a helpful
way to both the Obu-Manuvu indigenous
community and the environment. Structures
include the three (3) Obu-Manuvu house
replicas with sanitary and water facilities, a
traditional kitchen and the Bollad ‘To
Manama- an overlooking hand structure

which serves as a viewing deck for visitors to enjoy. In addition, some space is
allocated for a tent area for those who want to spent the night in tents. There is also
space for bonfires and for socialization and cultural presentations. Along the trail
there are also some sitting arrangements at outstanding viewpoints and at bird
watching spots. Railings to ensure the safety of the visitors while going-up and down
to the trail have been placed too.

The eco-cultural and farm tourism activity
has received positive support and
maximum participation from the
Obu-Manuvu community in Carmen. It was
presented to and endorsed by the Obu
Manuvu Tribal Council of Leaders and
Elders during a Project Implementation
Team (PIT) Meeting. The Council leaders
recommend some ways how to fast track
the proposed initiative. The latter was also
presented to the Regional Director of
Department of Tourism XI, Mr. Antonio
Fernando M. Blanco and to the Office of
the City Tourism Operations of Davao City
headed by Mrs. Regina Rose Tecson. Both

offices expressed their positive thoughts about the initiative and gave their support in
terms of providing capability trainings and promotion assistance. Aside from the
natural, unique and genuine culture of the Obu-Manuvu tribe as well as the
eco-structures established in the Obu-Manuvu village, the eco- culture and farm
tourism venture was identified as having great potential to invite both local and
international tourists. Aside from availability of infrastructure and other facilities
needed, safety of the tourists is a major concern of both offices.

The aerial view of Obu-Manuvu village in Sitio
Karilongan.

The EGIPF staff and the Obu-Manuvu of Carmen
representatives together with Mrs. Regina Rose
Tecson and William Banzali of City Tourism
Operation’s Office take a group photo after the
presentation of eco-cultural tourism project.



With above concerns and considerations
that Barangay Carmen is classified as one
of the insurgency-affected barangays, a
peace and order team meeting was
organized last June 8, 2018 at the
Barangay Hall of Carmen. In the meeting
the following were present: BLGU-Carmen
headed by Hon. Alfredo Austral Sr. and his
council, Baguio District Police headed by
SPO4 Arnel C. Betita and Philippine Army
of the 3rd Infantry Battalion of Malagos
District, Davao City headed by LT.
Christopher M. Dela Cruz. Datu Joel Unad
of the Obu-Manuvu Tribal Council of Elders
and Leaders was also present in the

meeting. These groups are all part of the monitoring and evaluation team of the eco
cultural and farm tourism initiative. Their roles are to provide safety and security to the
guests/tourists. The main objective of the meeting was to establish and implement a
proper channel of communication with the management and their office especially
regarding peace and security related matters. The meeting discussed the various
possible issues that may affect the tourism initiative and formulate a short and long
term plan safeguarding the eco-cultural and farm tourism activities and maintaining
peace and order within the barangay.

After various presentations and a scheduled
site visit, several recommendations and
suggestions deemed necessary to be
implemented before the actual operations
starts, were provided. A frequent
recommendation that came up was to
conduct regular consultation meetings with all
stakeholders concerned. The objective of the
said meeting was to ask consent and
construct a general development plan for all
eco-cultural and farm tourism activities.
Last August 28, 2018, a stakeholder’s
consultation meeting was also held in the

Barangay Hall of Barangay Carmen, Baguio District, Davao City. The said meeting
was spearheaded by the Obu-Manuvu community of Barangay Carmen and the EGIP
Foundation and participated in by representatives from the Public Safety and Security
Command Center (PSSCC) of Davao City, the Department of Tourism (DOT) XI, the
City Tourism Operation’s Office (CTOO), the Environment Management Bureau-
DENR XI, the National Commission of Indigenous People (NCIP), the Barangay
Council of Brgy. Carmen, the Obu-Manuvu Tribal Council of Elders and Leaders and
the Sunrise Bridge Travel Agency, a possible travel and tour partner of the
community. There was an interactive open forum with discussions on the relevant
issues concerned such as barangay policies and existing laws on tourism; the
peace and order situation and the exact location of the area. Environmental and

Lipatuan Joel Unad shares his thoughts about the role
of an IP to the peace and development of their area
during the peace and order meeting.

Retired Col. Lyndon Paniza of PSSCC expresses his
views and opinions on the importance of peace
building in the area and to the eco-cultural
tourism project of the community during the
stakeholder consultation meeting.



management issues in respect of tourism were also discussed. A transcript of the
meeting was made and best practices and lessons learned were summarized to make
a general management plan for the tourism venture. Site visits with partner agencies
were conducted after the presentations and consultations. Participants got a close
view of the structures and observed the activities of the tourism initiative. They gave
valuable suggestions on how to improve the site while the construction of the
structures is still in progress.

On September 8-9, 2018, a soft opening of
the eco-cultural and farm tourism venture of
the community was held. The main purpose
of the event was to perform certain tribal
rituals to give thanks to the gods on the
success of the venture. Some visitors were
invited to experience overnight stay in the
Obu-Manuvu village and join the event in
order to solicit more recommendations and
suggestions for further improvement. For the
last three months until now, the EGIPF and
the Obu-Manuvu community have been busy

in complying with required official documents before the actual operation can began;
requirements such as a business permit from the City Business Bureau, an
Environmental Compliance Certificate (ECC) from EMB-DENR as the concerned site
is considered as Environmentally Critical Area (ECA), a Certificate of Pre-Conditioned
(CP) from NCIP as the area is located in an AD (the CP is requested by the
community) and a Certificate of Accreditation from Department of Tourism as part of
their jurisdiction. As of this writing, the approval from the City Planning and
Development Office is still pending. The approval has been denied initially after it was
found that the tourism activities are located in a ‘Conservation Zone’ as detailed in the
2013-2022 Zoning Ordinance and Comprehensive Land Use Plan of Davao City. A
presentation and justification to the City Planner was done and a motion for
reconsideration has been submitted.

‘Koontayan ‘To Obu-Manuvu Eco-Cultural
Adventure’ is the registered business name of
the community-based eco-cultural and farm
tourism venture of the Obu-Manuvu Cultural
Community in Barangay Carmen. Albeit the
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) is still
waiting for all other needed documents and
permits before operations can start legally and
be opened publicly. At present the community
is only accepting and inviting some tour
operators and travel agencies to visit the site for
some dry runs and to get more valuable
suggestions and recommendations on how to
improve the site and manage the activities.

The Obu-Manuvu children showcase their
traditional welcome dance to the visitors during
the soft opening of the project.

Datu Paulino Landim presides the ritual during
the soft opening of their eco-cultural tourism
project.



PROJECT REGISTRATION, MONITORING AND EVALUATION

Several meetings were also conducted during
the year to strategize the on-going/pending
activities for proper and smooth implementation
of the collaboration project between EGIPF and
the Obu-Manuvu Community in Barangay
Carmen. Monthly community meetings and
quarterly community feed backing are done
regularly. Last May 16, 2018, a community
assembly was conducted to inform the
community about their eco-cultural and farm
tourism venture under the joint collaboration

Project and their responsibility to sustain it. A PIT meeting was held June 6, 2018 for
the same purpose. A follow-up PIT meeting was held on November 27, 2018 to
update the unified elders and leaders of the whole Obu-Manuvu tribe about the recent
development of the FMSDP. On January 19, 2018 project staff participated in a
PUSAKA meeting held in Barangay Tambobong, Baguio District, Davao City. The
meeting was initiated by the Obu-Manuvu Tribal Council of Leaders and Elders with
the purpose of of giving awareness to partner government agencies, non-government
organizations and local communities about the importance of the Ancestral Domain
and on how to protect and conserve the precious forests within it, using PUSAKA
management strategies. “PUSAKA” is an Indigenous conservation institution of the
Indigenous Obu Manuvu. The “PUSAKA Council” consists of traditional elders and
leaders who develop conservation policies and help arbitrate environmental crimes
committed within identified “PUSAKA” declared areas in Davao City.

Concerning the registration of the Obu-Manuvu
community for legal entity purposes, the
Koontayan ‘To Obu-Manuvu of Carmen Tribal
Association in Purok 1-A Macatabo, Barangay
Carmen, Baguio District, Davao City, has already
been certified and registered by the
Department of Labor and Employment last June
20, 2018. It was authorized by the Chief Labor
Employment Officer, Mrs. Erlinda G. Mamitag as
a registered workers’ association, vested with
legal personality and all rights and privileges

under provisions of Presidential Decree No. 442. On October 3, 2018 with the help of
the EGIPF, the Koontayan ‘To Obu-Manuvu of Carmen has been registered as
Indigenous People’s Organization of Barangay Carmen through the Security and
Exchange Commission (SEC) and certified by the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR).
As far as EGIPF is concerned some pending documents regarding tax-exempt status
were processed as well as some other accounting documents in order to be eligible
for receiving funds from donor agencies e.g. in case the Carmen model will be
replicated in an adjacent IP community and/or to secure support for other/specific
components like for reforestation. Registration of EGIPF to the Philippine Council for
NGO Certification (PCNC) to be an accredited NGO both locally and in national, was
also processed.

The Project Implementation Team (PIT) during
the discussion on their quarterly meeting.

The EGIPF Project Management Team during
their visit to the eco-cultural tourism project
of the community.



The registration of the community Marketing
Cooperative is still in process. Last May 8,
2018, a Pre-Membership Education Seminar
(PMES) was held and facilitated by the
Cooperative Development Authority (CDA)
representative Mrs. Geralyn C. Lumawag.
Training of members of a primary cooperative
is required. The “Kolivuungan ‘To Obu Manuvu
Marketing Cooperative” is such a primary
marketing cooperative, the Obu-Manuvu
community in Carmen wants to establish.

There are 35 members consisting of Carmen Obu-Manuvu members, BLGU-Carmen
Council members and EGIP foundation staff. The objective of the cooperative is be
legal business entity to contribute to economic sustainability of the community.
Validation of the documents for cooperative registration was done last July 18, 2018
by the CDA representative Mrs. Joan Budo. Documentation was checked as well as
payment receipts that proof that members have paid their membership fees and got
their shares. As of this writing, the cooperative documents were submitted to the
CDA Office. Some incorporators of the cooperative still need to undergo the
Pre-Registration Seminar (PRS) before the cooperative will be formally registered.

A site validation visit to the Farm to Market Access Trail Project was also conducted
last June 28, 2018 by Mr. Guenter Muehlbauer working for GIZ and assigned as
Adviser to the NCIP Regional Office in Davao City. Mr. Muehlbauer is also the
FMSDP contact person for the Schmitz Foundation, the funding partner of the Farm to
Market Access Trail project of the Obu-Manuvu community.

PROJECT MANAGEMENT and FACILITATION

Building local capacities for project management was intensified this year in
preparation for the eventual “turning over” of the Project management to the
community. There are evidences for research and conservation projects that
engaging local people increase the chances for success of these projects.

Indigenous project staff (Datu Paulino and
Bae Nilda) were engaged and capacitated
to oversee, supervise and manage
day-to-day project activities. Some of the
specific activities of the community project
staff includes reporting and follow-up on
actions with regards to enforcement of
laws inside the AD, reporting to the EGIPF
office, attendance to Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs) meetings and other
pertinent meetings for social networking
such as the Davao City Watershed

The facilitator from CDA discuss the importance
of cooperative during the Pre-Membership
Education Seminar (PMES).

EGIPF Forest Protection Officer facilitate the meeting
with the Obu-Manuvu community.



Management Council, and others. They were also engaged in following-up on the
submitted necessary documentation for the eco-cultural and farm tourism initiative.

The FMSDP is a co-learning activity
between the community and Project
facilitators to further understand the
nuances of environmental governance at
the Indigenous grassroots level. Therefore
the EGIPF facilitation staff has also been
active in participation of Project relevant
trainings, symposiums and conferences
particularly in biodiversity research and
monitoring; agricultural development and
application of new technologies. More so,
this also give ways to create linkages and
possible collaboration agreements with

other conservation communities and groups with the same advocacy and working
environment. The staff participated in a
two-day training and workshop on policy
advocacy for the Sustainable Davao
Movement last April 25-26, 2018 at Ateneo
de Davao University, Davao City; a
Birdwatching Training last June 17, 2018
spearheaded both by IDIS and Sustainable
Davao Movement. Forest Protection Officer
Joshua L. Donato participated in and
presented the result of the ongoing FMSDP
to the 27th Philippine Biodiversity
Symposium held on October 16-20, 2018 in
Pampanga State Agricultural University, Magalang Pampanga. The symposium was
organized by the Biodiversity Conservation Society of the Philippines (BCSP). He also
participated in the Scientific Conference on Biodiversity and CEBREM 7th Anniversary
on November 15-16, 2018 at the Farmers Training Center, Central Mindanao
University (CMU) University Town, Musuan, Bukidnon together with Engr. Kristine
Nova Macado, the FMSDP Livelihood Officer. This event was organized by the
Central Mindanao University and the Center for Biodiversity Research and Extension
in Mindanao (CEBREM).

Field trips and site visits were also done to
improve the knowledge and find some
ideas and new ways on how to further
improve the FMSDP and find ways on how
these will be implemented properly. Last
March 10, 2018, the EGIPF staff visited
some organic farms and tourism spots in
Marilog District, Davao City and followed it
up with a visit to Matigol Falls- a tourist
hotspots, managed by the local population.

Engr. Kristine Nova Macado participate in a workshop
during the CEBREM Conference in CMU Bukidnon.

The EGIPF staff with other NGOs and CSOs of Davao
City during the bird watching training.

Engr. Kristine Nova Macado interview a farmer to get
ideas on planting an organic herbs.



Recently, the team visited some farms also in Marilog such as the Padre Ninno Farm,
Bemwa Farm and Huni Farm in Tamayong.

A very important recent development has been the discussion in sitio
Macatabo, Barangay Carmen, between EGIPF and the Obu Manuvu
Community and representatives of the DENR Extended National Greening
Programme (ENGP). The latter gave a presentation to the Community/EGIPF
to seek their interest in being a partner under the ENGP. More meetings were
conducted in Davao to further brief the Community on the details of ENGP like
costs and benefits. The expectation is that a contract to reforest 50 HAs of
depleted forest land, can be signed in the beginning of 2019.

NEXT STEPS/PLANS:

In 2019, the EGIP Foundation will gradually reduce its facilitation and hand over the
project to the Carmen IP community by 2021.Within this context, below are the priority
activities for next year:

1. Continue securing permits and certifications from City Tourism Operations
Office, City Government of Davao and EMB XI for the community based
tourism project as well as for the cooperative registration;

2. Continue the regular forest monitoring and foot patrolling on a reduced scale
(quarterly monitoring) I addition to the forest monitoring and foot patrolling
funded by the Davao City Government ;

3. Take action and file an appropriate case through DENR NCIP and if possible
through the Davao City Watershed Management Council, against the violators
of the recent forest clearing in Kalatong and Tabak areas that were caught by
the Obu Manuvu forest guards;

4. Facilitate and assist the community in the opening and actual operation of the
Koontayan ‘to Obu-Manuvu Eco-Cultural and Farm tourism venture;

5. Facilitate the rehabilitation and construction of the Community Learning
Center- a Rotary Club of Davao Project;

6. Prioritize and continue to facilitate the construction of structures such as
benches, railings and water facilities and improve the demo farm and nursery
for the upcoming ENGP project with CENRO Davao City;

7. Facilitate the improvement, landscaping and beautification of Obu-Manuvu
Tribal Village;

8. Facilitate the required and additional trainings for the community in terms of
management, marketing and accounting, basic tour guiding and others that
need priority;



9. Partner with Sunrise Bridge Travel Agency and other local tour agencies for
promotion and marketing of the eco-cultural and farm tourism activities;

10. Partner with the Schmitz Foundation for possible support on the improvement
of the eco-tourism structures; and

11. Follow-up on the Agricultural Tramline Project Proposal submitted to the
Department of Agriculture XI.

12. Draft and submit proposals to funding agencies for the support of each
component of the project and if possible, for the replication of the whole
FMSDP to an adjacent tribal community.
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